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St. Louis Chapter 
Board of Directors 

 
 
Chairperson 
Joan Van Rees 
Chemia Corporation 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 
314-567-0013 
jpvanrees@chemiacorp.com 
 
 

Chairperson-Elect 
Justyce Jedlicka 
Sigma Aldrich 
Saint Louis, MO 63103 
800-505-6275, x3609 
Justyce.jedlicka@sial.com 
 
 

Secretary 
Allen Zhao 
Chemia Corporation 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 
314-567-0013 
azhao@chemiacorp.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Tiffany Collis 
Chemisphere Corporation 
St. Louis, MO 63139 
314-644-1300 
tcollis@chemispherecorp.com 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Christopher Heisig 
STERIS Corporation 
St. Louis, MO  63166 
314-495-1447 
Chris_Heisig@steris.com 
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Wednesday, February 26th, 2014 
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 

��

 
Square One Brewery 

1727 Park Ave Saint Louis, MO 63104 
www.squareonebrewery.com 

 
Cost:  $15.00/attendee 
 

Speaker:  Doug Clark from Sigma-Aldrich 
Topic:  Understanding Karl Fischer Titration 

 
 

Please RSVP by Tuesday, February 18th 
To 

Tiffany Collis 
tcollis@chemispherecorp.com 

(314) 644-1300 
 

OR 
 

Pay online at www.stlouisscc.org 
Cash or check also accepted at the door. 

�

Society of Cosmetic Chemists 
National Office 
120 Wall Street 
Suite 2400  
New York, NY 10005-4088 
Phone: (212) 668-1500 
Fax: (212) 668-1504 
www.scconline.org 
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I am excited to begin a new year with this wonderful 
chapter.  Being a member of the St. Louis Society of 
Cosmetic Chemists, here is what you can look forward to in 
our year at a glance:  
 

·  February lunch meeting 
·  April meeting 
·  June picnic 
·  September Scientific Seminar 
·  November/December Installation and Holiday 

party 
 
What would you like to learn about at the next meeting or 
September Scientific Seminar?  The Chapter Board is 
always looking for speaker ideas from you, the members.  
Please feel free to contact me with ideas for topics, 
speakers or meeting venues.  We strive to make this a 
beneficial affiliation and a great resource for you.  We 
would also like to make better use of our website.  Please 
feel free to send me industry job postings and we will list 
them on our website. 
 
Our first event of the year is a lunch time meeting at Square 
One Brewery on February 26th.  I look forward to hearing 
the presentation by Doug Clark, a Technical Specialist 
from Sigma-Aldrich, titled “The Science Behind Moisture 
Determination.”  I am sure both the presentation and the 
food will be top notch - please register early for this event! 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the other members of the 
Board who have volunteered to serve this year.  Justyce 
Jedlicka is Chair�Elect, Allen Zhao is Secretary, Tiffany 
Collis is Treasurer and Chris Heisig is the Newsletter 
Editor.  Without the hard work and support of members 
like these the St. Louis Chapter would not be able to 
provide the educational events, social activities and 
networking opportunities that our members love. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to seeing you at our 
February meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joan Van Rees, 2013 Chapter Chairperson 
�

�

February 26th Scientific 

Meeting 
 

LUNCH MENU  
 
First Course – Choose One 

·  Cup of Beer Cheese Soup 
·  Side Salad 

 
Main Course – Choose One 

·  Fish & Chips 
·  Pub Burger 
·  Grown Up Grilled Cheese 
·  Korean Spiced Chicken Sandwich 

 
 
 

 

FANS OF JIM VAVAK & FALCON FOOTBALL  
Distributor of:  Chemicals  • Containers • Equipment  
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Doug is currently the National Technical Specialist 
for HYDRANAL® at Sigma-Aldrich. He is the 
HYDRANAL° Technical Center in St. Louis. With 
over twenty five years of experience, the last sixteen 
years have been dedicated to Karl Fischer titration. 
Since Karl Fischer titration isn’t something taught in 
most schools in the US, Doug was fortunate to have 
worked directly with several of the world’s leading 
experts in Karl Fischer such as Mrs. Helga 
Hoffmann, Dr. Katrin Schöffski, and Mr. Thomas 
Wendt. Also,Dr. Eugen Scholz has been a most 
valuable resource. 
 

Understanding Karl Fischer Titration 
 
The Karl Fischer titration is the most versatile and 
generally accepted analytical method for determining 
water content. It is independent of the sample’s state of 
matter and is therefore suitable for the analysis of solids, 
liquids, and gases. Critical to the accurate determination 
of water content, is that the sample be soluble in the 
solvent mixture, the working pH of the system is not 
affected by the sample, and side reactions are avoided. 
This seminar will focus on how the system can be 
modified to fit the needs of the sample. To improve 
solubility, the addition of a co-solvent, the elevation of 
the system’s temperature and the addition of a 
homogenizer are all acceptable methods of improving 
sample solubility. The addition of an appropriate buffer 
may be required to maintain proper pH control. 
Problematic functional groups and the specialty reagents 
that allow for their analysis will be discussed. In 
addition, the Karl Fischer Oven will be discussed with 
regard to insoluble or problematic samples. 
A brief discussion of various standards, and how they 
may be used to verify that the system is functioning 
properly after modification for the sample, will be 
covered.  
 
Questions are always welcome and will be encouraged 
throughout the seminar. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCC Courses 

 
We are accepting registrations for 2014 courses. To register for a 
course, please complete the Registration Form and submit to the 

SCC National Office via email.  www.scconline.org 
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Society of Cosmetic Chemists 
St. Louis Chapter 
11558 Rock Island Ct. 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 


